To fellow music enthusiasts,

 

I wanted to let you know what my impressions are of my recent purchase of the Tonian TL-D1 speakers.  First, I want to commend Tony on his packaging.  When the speakers arrived, the boxes were in great shape, and when I removed the speakers from each box, I found the packaging to be first rate.  Everything was protected extremely well (including the tweeters with protective foam) and the speakers were covered on all edges.  The color match of the speakers was perfect based on our discussions and the finish is absolutely stunning!  They were very easy to set up and move to the appropriate location.  Within no time, I had them dialed in by being placed approx. 6 feet apart with a very slight toe in toward the listening area.  (Constraints of my listening area.)

 

I have tried a few different amplifiers, but I ultimately settled on an old Audiolab 8000A.  While the speakers were breaking in for approx. 200 hrs., I went back and forth between tube and ss integrateds.  The Audiolab (to my ears) just sounded the most lifelike and neutral.  I will say that the speakers did benefit from the break in period.  They opened up significantly at around 100 hrs. and continued until the 200 hr. time frame.  

 

Before I get into my listening impressions, I do want to say that prior to the TL-D1's, I owned a pair of Harbeth Compact 7es3's for approx. 3 yrs.  I absolutely love those speakers as they just play music.  I never thought I'd sell them....that was until I heard the Tonians.  What the Harbeth's do well, the Tonian's do better.  The Harbeths excel at midrange magic and the TL-D1s have that same magic, but with more clarity and extension.  Whether listening to Ella Fitzgerald, Alison Krauss, Melody Gardot or Tommy Emmanuel, they had a "rightness" to their music through the speakers.  When I closed my eyes, I felt like they truly were in the room with me.  Where the Harbeths made me smile, the Tonians made me smile and then grabbed me and got me more involved in the music.  The tone of instruments is like none I've ever heard before.  Whatever the instrument, it just sounds real with nothing added.  While I noticed more resolution with the TL-D1s than the Harbeths, they were also musical.  I also appreciate the semi-open baffel approach as they came with the wider inserts, but after trying each one out, I settled on the smallest as that gave me the tightest and deepest bass in my room.  The flexibility to be able to change how the speakers interact with one's room is a wonderful option.

 

One other important observation through careful listening was that there is a sense of "ease" with the music.  Everything feels unforced and fluid which I believe helps with the emotion of the music.  Imaging is exceptional and the soundstage is wide, even only positioned 6' apart.  

 

I  have to give kudos to Tony for not only producing such a wonderful speaker at a fair price, but also being available to get to the phone and answer any questions I had during the process.  Tony's knowledge about music and acoustics is substantial and he's a pleasure to talk to.  Tony also talked me into trying his interconnects and speaker cable which are the best I've heard so far.  Tony, thanks for making it "real"!

 

Scott Enslen

